NOVEMBER 30, 2025,
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

11:00 AM WORSHIP
NoOISY OFFERING

4 Please make sure your cell phones are turned off during worship so
that you can fast from texting and other distractions. Also, please
refrain from bringing food and drink into the sanctuary.

4 We hope there are enough bulletins for everyone who comes to
worship, but in case we run out, they are accessible online.

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE
Please use this time for silent meditation to center your hearts for worship.

Pastor Nancy

Please join in singing Emmanuel, Emmanuel at the end of the prelude.
#204 UMH

ADVENT HOLY CONVERSATION
Pastor: I invite you to remember a time when you felt hopeless. Feel free
to speak aloud the feelings or longings you experienced.
Now pause to reflect on those in our community who walk in
this darkness.

WORDS OF HOPE AND LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE OF HOPE
Nancy Murrell, Stacey Murrell, and Hannah Kotalic

ADVENT PRAYER
Today, we choose to live in hope, believing that the time of
God’s reign is coming among us. We live in the light of this
candle of hope as a sign of our promise to follow the Light as
we answer God’s call to transform our hope into reality today
and in the days to come. AMEN.

* OPENING HYMN Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus #196 UMH

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Ever-Watchful God, You call us to live not in fear, but in faithful
anticipation. As we offer these gifts, we do so as people preparing
our hearts, our hands, and our world for Your coming reign. Awaken
us, Lord, to the “someday” You are already shaping through our
love, our justice, and our generosity. Let these offerings be signs of
readiness, trust, and joy as we wait—and work—for Your future to
break into our present. In the name of the one who comes, Jesus
Christ our Lord. AMEN.

[If you wish to support Milton United Methodist Church with your
tithes and gifts, please mail them to MUMC, 1007 Church Street,
Milton, WV 25541. If available, you can also give through your bank.
If you wish to make a gift today, there is an offering box located at the
parking lot entrance sidewalk, and there are offering plates at the
doors of the sanctuary.|

OFFERTORY

CHILDREN’S MOMENTS “Waiting Is Hard”

ECCHO CHRISTMAS: Once again, we will welcome ECCHO's parents
and caregivers of children 18 years and younger as we host the ECCHO
Christmas Gift Shop. The dates this year will be December 8, 10, 15, and
17 from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM. Last year, more than 250 lives were touched
through this effort. As in the past, you are encouraged to participate by
selecting gifts for these children and bringing them to the church. We will
display our contributions on tables in Friendship Hall ahead of their
distribution. If you prefer to make a cash contribution, Robert and Kathy
Jackson will shop for you and provide you with a receipt for items
purchased on your behalf. The Season of Giving has begun!

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP: The next meeting of the support group will be on
Monday, December 1, at 1:30 PM, and they continue to meet on the first and
third Monday of each month.

COMFORT MINISTRY: The Comfort Ministry will not meet in December
but will meet again in the new year with a new project offered by
Georgina Doss.

NATIVITY SETS: Thank you for sharing your Nativity set. Please take
yours home before Sunday, December 14.

PLEASE NOTE: The secretary’s office hours will be flexible for the time
being. We appreciate your patience and encourage you to contact us through
the church’s email, the pastor’s number, or by leaving a message.

NOISY OFFERING: We hope you brought ALL your loose change today
so we can make a joyful noise with the Noisy Offering for missions.
Remember, folding money is always appreciated.

DAILY DEVOTIONALS: We have a few Our Daily Bread devotionals
available for December, January, & February.

DINNER AT BETHESDA: You are invited to Christmas Dinner at Bethesda
UMC on Wednesday, December 3, at 6:00 PM. Turkey, ham, and all the
fixings will fill your tummy, then join us to fill your heart for the season as
we share in a short program with the children in the Sanctuary. If you
aren’t interested in the meal, come out to lift your spirit as we begin the
Advent season and support the boys in the program time around 7:00 PM.

CHRISTMAS CONCERTS: Randy Doss will perform with the Tuba Choir
on Saturday, December 6, at West End Factory at 12:30 PM and Brass
Band of the Tri-States at West End Factory at 2:00 PM.

Also, the CMHS Collegium Musicum will be at the Milton Tree
Lighting on Saturday, December 6. Hannah Kotalic is part of this group,
and she is the granddaughter of Nancy Murrell.

NATIVITY SETS: Please take time to enjoy the sets on display over these

first Sundays of Advent. Thank you to all who are sharing them with others.

Calendar for the Week Beginning November 30

TODAY: NOISY OFFERING, POINSETTIA ORDERS ARE DUE, AND FIRST
SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Sunday Worship ........... ... ... .. ... 11:00 AM
MONDAY

Grief Support Group . .......... ... . . 1:30 PM
TUESDAY

Exercise Class . ... 7:00 PM
THURSDAY

T.OPS. 4:00—5:00 PMm

Exercise Class . ........ ... 7:00 PM
NEXT SUNDAY: SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Sunday Worship .......... .. .. . ... ... . ... ... 11:00 AM

Worship at Paramount  ............ ... ... ... ...... 2:00 PM

Looking Ahead

Christmas Eve Worship, December 24, at 6:00 PM

Please check the prayer concerns, and let us
know of those who need to be added or removed.
CONTINUING PRAYER CONCERNS
Recently added names are in Italics.

Our elected officials; Sunday school (children, youth, & teachers);
military personnel; churches & ministers; missionaries; Bishop Debra
Wallace-Padgett; DS Lauren Godwin; Pastor Nancy White; 130th Unit
of WV Air Nat’l Guard; and

Alex S. Daniel R. Mike W.
Alice David W Neal M.
Allison David R. Patrick
Avery Debbie R. Paul B.
Barbara Diane B. Paul G.
Becky C. Jacklynne M. Rebecca C.
Ben H. Jadyn B. Rose
Betty S. Jenny B. Sandy B.
Bill Q. John B. Sara K.
Brenda H. John M. Stephanie J.
Brenda T. Josh S. Steven L.
Catherine G. Lisa H. Terry B.
Cathy W. Lorin A. Terry P.
Charlene Mary M. Tim C.
Cheryl Mike B. Tina B.
Chris W Mike H. Wanda S.




GOD SIGHTINGS AND PRAYER TIME

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. AMEN.

Sermon Notes

A "l

SPECIAL MUSIC Robert Jackson, Soloist
SCRIPTURE Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 24:42-44
MESSAGE Pastor Nancy

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Lord, forgive us. We have lived in deep shadows, and it’s
difficult to choose Your way of watchfulness and prayer when
so much calls us, distracts us, entices us, and consumes us. We
long for help, but we resist change. We close our eyes to the
suffering around us. We fail to engage in compassionate care
of our neighbors.
(Deepen your confession in silence.)

WORDS OF ASSURANCE
And yet, the light of Christ comes for you.

The darkness does not prevail.
You are forgiven. Wait for the Lord.

* CLOSING HYMN Now Thank We All Our God #102 UMH

(You are welcome to use this time for prayer and reflection
at the altar rail or in your seat.)

* SENDING FORTH
God, through Your grace and the power of the Holy Spirit,
enable us to cast off the words of darkness, put on the
garments of love as revealed in Jesus Christ, and live toward
the new future with hope and love. AMEN.

* POSTLUDE

* You may stand if you wish.
— AP O TR —o————

we'reglag WELCOME: Thank you for joining us for worship today!

. If you are visiting for the first time, please fill out a

= yellow card that is in the pew rack and place it in the

offering plate. We hope that you will find our church to

— be a place where you feel welcome and experience the
presence of God in a powerful way.

oo keanks Milton United Methodist Church
1007 Church Street
Milton, West Virginia 25541

open doors

Mission Statement
The mission of Milton United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world by reflecting God's love through faith,
worship, and service so others may discover God s grace.
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November 30, 2025
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT NoOISY OFFERING

Milton/Bethesda Charge
Reverend Nancy White, Pastor

Ministers: Every Person in the Congregation

Song Leader: Robert Jackson Accompanist: Melody Bias
Church Secretary: Wanda Skidmore Church Web Site: http://miltonwvumc.org
Church Office Phone: (304) 743-6461 Church Email: miltonunited@frontier.com
Church Text: 304-955-8924 Facebook: mumecwv

Secretary’s Office Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays from 9 AM to 2 PM

Pastor’s Email: revnancywhite@gmail.com
Pastor’s Cell: 304-549-0496



http://miltonwvumc.org
mailto:miltonumc@wvdsl.net
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