
Get to know your Pastor and the beautiful 
country that brought her up 

Meet Pastor Jessica 
One of the greatest blessings of being part of a church 
family is learning about one another’s stories. Every 
person carries a unique journey, and every journey 
reflects God’s faithfulness. As you get to know Pastor 
Jessica, you also have the opportunity to learn about the 
beautiful country that shaped her life and faith—
the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), one of 
Africa’s most remarkable nations. 
A Daughter of the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
Pastor Jessica was born in Kinshasa, the capital city of 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), and was 
raised in Likasi, a beautiful city in the Haut-Katanga 
Province in the southeastern part of the country. 
The Democratic Republic of the Congo is located 
in Central Africa and is the second-largest country in 
Africa, covering approximately 2.34 million square 
kilometers (905,000 square miles). It is also the 11th 
largest country in the world. 
The DRC shares borders with nine countries: 

· Republic of the Congo 
· Central African Republic 
· South Sudan 
· Uganda 
· Rwanda 
· Burundi 
· Tanzania (across Lake Tanganyika) 
· Zambia 
· Angola 

The country is crossed by the Equator, giving it a tropical 
climate with lush rainforests, vast rivers, fertile lands, 
mountains, and savannas. The DRC is often called 
the “Heart of Africa” because of its central location and 
enormous natural wealth. 
Home to more than 110 million people, the DRC is one 
of the most culturally diverse nations on earth. 
Kinshasa – Africa’s Largest French-Speaking City 

Pastor Jessica was born in Kinshasa, a vibrant city 
situated on the banks of the mighty Congo River. 
Kinshasa is: 

· The capital and largest city of the DRC. 
· One of the largest cities in Africa. 
· The largest French-speaking city in the world 

by population. 
· The country’s political, economic, 

educational, and cultural center. 
Kinshasa is known for its energetic atmosphere, colorful 
markets, universities, churches, music, and thriving 
artistic community. It serves as the gateway to one of 
Africa’s most fascinating countries. 
Growing Up in Beautiful Likasi 
Although born in Kinshasa, Pastor Jessica grew up 
in Likasi, located in the Haut-Katanga Province. 
Likasi is a peaceful town surrounded by rolling hills and 
Rocky Mountains that give it a distinctive landscape 
unlike many other Congolese cities. The elevation 
provides a cooler and more pleasant climate than much 
of the country. 
Likasi is known for: 

· Beautiful mountain scenery 
· Green forests and valleys 
· Crystal-clear streams 
· Rich agricultural land 
· Warm and welcoming communities 
· Mining heritage, especially copper and cobalt 

The town is smaller and quieter than Kinshasa, making it 
an excellent place for families and community life. 
Residents enjoy close relationships with neighbors, 
strong church communities, and a slower pace of life that 
emphasizes family values and hospitality. 
The surrounding countryside is filled with breathtaking 
natural beauty, making Likasi one of the scenic gems of 
southeastern Congo. 
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Mission Statement 
The mission of Milton United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the transformation of the world by reflecting God’s love through faith, 
worship, and service so others may discover God’s grace.

mailto:pastorannette13@gmail.com
mailto:miltonunited@frontier.com
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Haut-Katanga Province 
The Democratic Republic of the Congo is divided into 26 
provinces, each with its own cultural identity and natural 
beauty. 
Pastor Jessica comes from Haut-Katanga Province, 
located in the southeastern corner of the DRC, 
bordering Zambia. 
Haut-Katanga is internationally known for: 

· Rich deposits of copper 
· World-leading cobalt production 
· Beautiful highlands 
· Important wildlife reserves 
· Productive farmland 
· Growing industrial cities 

Its capital is Lubumbashi, the country’s second-largest 
city and a major economic center. 
Languages of the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
One of the most fascinating aspects of the DRC is its 
linguistic diversity. 
The official language is French, used in government, 
education, business, and national communication. 
The country also recognizes four national languages: 
· Lingala – widely spoken in Kinshasa and 

northwestern Congo. 
· Swahili – the primary language of eastern and 

southeastern Congo, including Haut-Katanga. 
· Kikongo (Kituba) – spoken in western Congo. 
· Tshiluba – spoken mainly in the Kasai region. 

Beyond these, the DRC is home to more than 200 local 
languages and dialects, reflecting its extraordinary 
cultural richness. 
Many Congolese people grow up speaking three or four 
languages, making multilingual communication a normal 
part of daily life. 
The People and Tribes of the Congo 
The Democratic Republic of the Congo is home to over 
250 ethnic groups, each preserving unique traditions, 
histories, customs, dances, music, and languages. 
These communities contribute to one of Africa’s richest 
cultural mosaics. 
Among the many ethnic groups are the Luba of 
Katanga and the Baluba of Kasai. 
The Luba people of Katanga are primarily found in the 
Haut-Katanga region and are known for their rich 
traditions, craftsmanship, leadership, respect for elders, and 
strong family values. 
The Baluba of Kasai, while sharing historical ancestry 
with the Luba, developed their own regional identity in the 
Kasai provinces. They are recognized for their vibrant 
cultural heritage, storytelling, artistic traditions, and 
commitment to education and community life. 
Across the country, tribal diversity is viewed as a source of 
cultural richness. Festivals, ceremonies, weddings, funerals 
and church gatherings often celebrate traditional songs, 
dances, clothing, and customs while reflecting the unity of 
the Congolese people. 
Culture of the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
Congolese culture is joyful, expressive, and deeply rooted 
in family, faith, and community. 

Food 
Popular traditional foods include: 

· Fufu or bukari  
· Cassava leaves (Pondu or Saka-Saka) 
· Grilled fish 
· Goat and beef dishes 
· Chicken stews 
· Rice 
· Plantains 
· Sweet potatoes 
· Beans 
· Fresh tropical fruits such as mangoes, 

pineapples, papayas, bananas, and avocados. 
Meals are often shared with extended family and guests, 
reflecting the Congolese tradition of generosity and 
hospitality. 
Traditional Clothing 
Traditional clothing is colorful and elegant. 
Women often wear beautifully patterned dresses made 
from African wax-print fabrics, while men wear matching 
shirts, embroidered attire, or traditional garments for 
celebrations. 
Special occasions—including church services, weddings, 
funerals and community celebrations—are marked by 
vibrant clothing that expresses joy and cultural pride. 
Music 
The DRC is internationally recognized as one of Africa’s 
musical powerhouses. 
Congolese Rumba has been recognized by UNESCO as an 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. The country has 
produced world-famous musicians whose music has 
influenced African and international culture for 
generations. 
Music is central to everyday life and plays an important 
role in worship, celebrations, and family gatherings. 
God’s Beautiful Creation in the Congo 
The Democratic Republic of the Congo is one of the most 
biologically diverse countries on Earth. 
Rivers and Lakes 
The Congo River is the second-longest river in Africa and 
the world’s second-largest river by volume of water after 
the Amazon. 
Major lakes include: 

· Lake Tanganyika 
· Lake Kivu 
· Lake Albert 
· Lake Edward 
· Lake Mweru 

These waterways provide transportation, fishing, 
hydroelectric power, and breathtaking scenery. 
National Parks 
The DRC is home to several internationally recognized 
national parks, including: 

These parks protect some of the world’s rarest wildlife. 

· Virunga National Park 
· Kahuzi-Biega National Park 
· Garamba National Park 
· Salonga National Park

· Upemba National Park 
· Maiko National Park 
· Lomami National Park 
· Mangroves National Park
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Unique Flora 
The Congo Basin contains the world’s second-largest 
tropical rainforest. 
Among its remarkable plant life are: 

· Giant hardwood trees 
· African mahogany 
· Wenge 
· Ebony 
· Afrormosia 
· Rare medicinal plants 
· Thousands of orchid species 

The forests also contain many plant species that occur 
naturally only within the Congo Basin or neighboring 
Central African forests, making the region one of Earth’s 
most important centers of biodiversity. 
Remarkable Wildlife 
The DRC protects several animals found nowhere else or 
almost nowhere else on Earth, including: 
· Okapi, the national animal of the DRC and the giraffe’s 

only living relative. 
· Bonobo, one of humanity’s closest living relatives, found 

only in the DRC. 
· Grauer’s Gorilla (Eastern Lowland Gorilla), found 

only in eastern DRC. 
· Congo Peacock, a bird found only in the forests of the 

DRC. 
The country is also home to: 

Natural Resources 
The Democratic Republic of the Congo possesses one of 
the richest collections of natural resources in the world. 
Its mineral wealth includes: 

The DRC produces a large share of the world’s cobalt, a 
mineral essential for rechargeable batteries used in electric 
vehicles, smartphones, and many modern technologies. 
These resources make the country strategically important 
to the global economy. 
Interesting Facts About the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo 
Here are a few fascinating facts about Pastor Jessica’s 
homeland: 
· The Congo Basin rainforest is the second-largest 

tropical rainforest in the world, after the 
Amazon. 

· The Congo River is deep enough in places to 
exceed 220 meters (720 feet), making it the 
world’s deepest river. 

· The DRC contains an estimated 60% of Africa’s 
tropical rainforest. 

· The country has extraordinary biodiversity, with 
thousands of plant and animal species. 

· The DRC is one of Africa’s most culturally diverse 
nations, with hundreds of ethnic groups and 
languages. 

· Christianity is the predominant religion, and 
churches play an important role in education, 
healthcare, and community life. 

· Congolese people are internationally admired for 
their warmth, hospitality, resilience, joyful spirit, 
and vibrant worship. 

A Shepherd Called by God 
Pastor Jessica’s journey from the beautiful landscapes of 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo to serving God’s 
people is a testimony to God’s faithfulness across nations 
and cultures. 
Her life reflects the richness of Congolese heritage while 
demonstrating Christ’s call to serve people of every 
background. Through her ministry, she brings the values of 
faith, hospitality, compassion, perseverance, and joyful 
worship that have long been part of her upbringing. 
As our church family continues to grow together, we are 
grateful that God has brought Pastor Jessica to serve 
among us. Her story reminds us that God’s Kingdom 
knows no borders and that His love unites people from 
every nation, language, and culture. 
“After this I looked, and there before me was a great 
multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 
tribe, people and language, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb.” — Revelation 7:9

· Copper 
· Cobalt 
· Gold 
· Diamonds 
· Coltan 
· Tin

· Zinc 
· Lithium 
· Uranium 
· Manganese 
· Iron ore 
· Silver

· Mountain gorillas 
· Forest elephants 
· Chimpanzees 
· Lions 
· Leopards

· Hippopotamuses 
· Nile crocodiles 
· Hundreds of butterfly species 
· More than 1,000 bird species


