
	 Calendar for the Week Beginning January 4 
TODAY:  EPIPHANY SUNDAY AND HOLY COMMUNION 
	 Sunday Worship	  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	 11:00 AM 
MONDAY 
	 Grief Support Group	 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	 1:30 PM 
	 Board of Trustees	  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	 6:30 PM 
TUESDAY 
	 Exercise Class	 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	 7:00 PM 
THURSDAY 
	 T.O.P.S.	  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	 4:00–5:00 PM 
	 Exercise Class	 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	 7:00 PM 
NEXT SUNDAY 
	 Sunday Worship	  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	 11:00 AM 

JANUARY 4, 2026	 	 11:00 AM WORSHIP 
EPIPHANY SUNDAY 	 	 HOLY COMMUNION 

✦ Please make sure your cell phones are turned off during worship so 
that you can fast from texting and other distractions. Also, please 
refrain from bringing food and drink into the sanctuary. 

✦ We hope there are enough bulletins for everyone who comes to 
worship, but in case we run out, they are accessible online. 

	 WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS	 Pastor Nancy 
	 PRELUDE 	 	 		  
	 Please use this time for silent meditation to center your hearts for worship. 

	*	CALL TO WORSHIP (READ RESPONSIVELY)	 		  
We gather as people looking for the star, a sign that God is at work in 
the world. 
God, help us find Your glory. 
We gather as people listening for the whispers of the Spirit, hints of the 
good news in the least likely places.  
God, help us notice Your glory. 
We gather as people yearning for Love’s presence, the assurance that we 
are not alone and Love will have the last word. 
God, help us encounter Your glory. 
On this Epiphany Sunday, may the Light of Love shine among us, 
revealing divine glory through neighbors known and unknown and 
unexpected gifts. 
Let us pray: 
God, reveal to us anew the glory of Your expansive Love that 
gathers us together and sustains us in loving service to one 
another and all creation.  AMEN. 

*	OPENING HYMN	 The First Noel	 #245 UMH 
	 INVITATION TOWARDS GIVING AND PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Radiant God, the light of Your wisdom and love shines for all who 
seek You, guiding us not with force, but with grace. Like the magi, 
we come bearing gifts, not to earn Your favor, but in response to the 
gift of Christ You’ve given us. Use these offerings to reflect Your 
light into dark places. Keep us faithful in our seeking, generous in 
our sharing, and willing to be led wherever Your star shines next. In 
Jesus’ name, AMEN. 
[If you wish to support Milton United Methodist Church with your 
tithes and gifts, please mail them to MUMC, 1007 Church Street, 
Milton, WV 25541. If available, you can also give through your bank. 
If you wish to make a gift today, there is an offering box located at the 
parking lot entrance sidewalk, and there are offering plates at the 
doors of the sanctuary.]	  

	 OFFERTORY 
	 CHILDREN’S MOMENTS 
	 GOD SIGHTINGS AND PRAYER TIME	  
	 SCRIPTURE		 Matthew 2:1–12 
	 MESSAGE	 	 Pastor Nancy	  

WELCOME: Thank you for joining us for worship today! 
If you are visiting for the first time, please fill out a 
yellow card that is in the pew rack and place it in the 
offering plate. We hope that you will find our church to 
be a place where you feel welcome and experience the 
presence of God in a powerful way. 

ECCHO NEWS:  Milton UMC was the 2nd largest contributor to ECCHO, 
among the 19 Member Churches making monetary donations during 2025. 
Our church's financial contribution to ECCHO for 2025 totaled $5,671.77. 
Those of you who used the Christmas Offering as a means to benefit 
ECCHO, allowed MUMC to write a final check at year's end in the amount 
of $2,390. As you may recall, ECCCHO, Inc. is a 501(c)3 NON-
PROFIT Corporation, because usually ECCHO does not make a profit for 
the year. Glad Tidings:  Milton United Methodist Church Christmas 
Offering caused ECCHO to go beyond for 2025 and end the year "in the 
black” with a small profit. Thank you to everyone who participated in this 
rare event for ECCHO!!  

	GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP:  The next meeting of the support group will be on 
Monday, January 5, at 1:30 PM, and they continue to meet on the first and 
third Monday of each month. 

COMFORT MINISTRY:  The Comfort Ministry will meet again in the new 
year with a new project offered by Georgina Doss. 

PLEASE NOTE:  The secretary’s office hours will be flexible for the time 
being. We appreciate your patience and encourage you to contact us through 
the church’s email, the pastor’s number, or by leaving a message. 

NOISY OFFERING:  Thank you for making a joyful noise last Sunday and 
donating $47.04 for missions. Every penny is appreciated. 

NEW PHONE NUMBERS:  Randy Doss’s cell is 304-743-6420. There is no 
home phone for Randy & Georgina. 
	 Jeannette Rickard’s new phone number is 706-728-3881. 

Thank you for your generous monetary gift and the beautiful Christmas 
ornament. I have truly enjoyed working at Milton UMC, and I hope I have 

been helpful. Happy New Year!	 ~Wanda Skidmore 

Thank you to every one of you for the ways you led and 
served in the Advent and Christmas seasons through 
worship, friendship moments, and opportunities to help our 
neighbors. It was a wonderful time of the year to be in the 

church. Thank you also for all of the gifts and joyful greetings shared with 
me and my family for Christmas and my birthday.I am grateful to each of 
you and happy to serve here at Milton-Bethesda Charge.	 ~Pastor Nancy 

Please check the prayer concerns, and let us 
know of those who need to be added or removed. 

CONTINUING PRAYER CONCERNS 
Recently added names are in Italics. 

Our elected officials; Sunday school (children, youth, & teachers); 
military personnel; churches & ministers; missionaries; Bishop Debra 
Wallace-Padgett; DS Lauren Godwin; Pastor Nancy White; 130th Unit 
of WV Air Nat’l Guard; and 

Alex S. 
Alice 
Allison 
Avery 
Barbara 
Becky C. 
Ben H. 
Betty S. 
Bill Q. 
Brenda H. 
Brenda T. 
Catherine G. 
Cathy W. 
Charlene 
Cheryl 
Chris W 

Daniel R. 
David W 
David R. 
Debbie R. 
Diane B. 

Jacklynne M. 
Jenny B. 
John B. 
John M. 
Lisa H. 
Lorin A. 
Mary M. 
Mike B. 
Mike H. 
Neal M. 

Patrick 
Paul B. 
Paul G. 

Rebecca C. 
Rose 

Sandy B. 
Sara K. 

Stephanie J. 
Steven L. 

Terry B. 
Terry P. 
Tim C. 
Tina B. 
Trey B. 

Wanda S.

	 LOOKING AHEAD 
	 Deadline for February/March Newsletter, January 22 
	 Life Line Screening at Milton UMC, Wednesday, February 25



	 SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
The funds collected in the special offering basket go to ECCHO. 

TIME OF CONFESSION 
Gracious God, we would like to be among those who saw the 
coming of the Christ Child, those who dropped all that they 
were doing and traveled to worship the coming of God's love 
into this world.  And yet, merciful God, we must recognize all 
the times when we, in our actions or in our inactions, find our 
own need for control more compelling, when we cling to the 
false security of taking care of ourselves. Loving God, we 
confess our sins against You and one another, and pray that 
You will fill us with Your light, that we may live our lives as 
true disciples in Your name. 
(Pause in silence to deepen your confession) 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
God's light is present in this world. Present in the Christ child, born to 
lead us out of darkness.  Present in the star, in all that guides us to 
love.  God's light is in the world, and the darkness did not overcome 
it.  God's grace is in the world, and our missteps will not overcome 
it. We are loved; we are forgiven. Alleluia!  AMEN. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING	 	  

	 THE LORD’S PRAYER (UNISON) 
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  AMEN. 

*	HYMN	 We Three Kings (VS 1 & 5)	 #254 UMH 
	 	 (You are welcome to use this time for prayer and reflection 
	 	 at the altar rail or in your seat.) 
*	SENDING FORTH	 	  

Wesley’s Covenant Prayer (UNISON) 
I am no longer my own, but Thine. Put me to what Thou wilt, 
rank me with whom Thou wilt. Put me to doing, put me to 
suffering. Let me be employed by Thee or laid aside for Thee, 
exalted for Thee or brought low for Thee. Let me be full, let 
me be empty. Let me have all things, let me have nothing. I 
freely and heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and 
disposal. And now, O glorious and blessed God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, Thou art mine, and I am Thine. So be it. And 
the covenant which I have made on earth, let it be ratified in 
heaven.  AMEN.	 (Written by John Wesley) 

*	POSTLUDE	 	  

*	You may stand if you wish. 

 

Milton United Methodist Church 
1007 Church Street 
Milton, West Virginia 25541

!

Mission Statement 
The mission of Milton United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the transformation of the world by reflecting God’s love through faith, 
worship, and service so others may discover God’s grace.

	 January 4, 2026 
EPIPHANY SUNDAY 	 	 HOLY COMMUNION 

	 Milton/Bethesda Charge 
	 Reverend Nancy White, Pastor 

	 Ministers:  Every Person in the Congregation 
Song Leader:  Robert Jackson	 Accompanist:  Melody Bias 
Church Secretary:  Wanda Skidmore 	 Church Web Site:  http://miltonwvumc.org 
Church Office Phone:  (304) 743-6461	 Church Email:  miltonunited@frontier.com 
Church Text:  304-955-8924	 Facebook:  mumcwv 

	 Pastor’s Email:  revnancywhite@gmail.com 
	 Pastor’s Cell:  304-549-0496

Sermon Notes 
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