
noisy offerings to supply the Blessing Box and 
provide other options for missional service, so 
save those coins. We had a great time at the 
Friends and Neighbors Meal in December and 
look forward to some other options for spending 
time with others in the church and community. 

And our other idea right now is 
actually a gift to you and to others 
through you. Genny Curry shared 
receiving a book last year and 
encouraged us to consider how it 
might be received here. “The Life 
and Teachings of Jesus of 

Nazareth” is a little book that leads one through 
exactly what the title describes. We have them 
available to you and encourage you to gift one to 
someone who might find it worthwhile in their 
new year also. Since it was free to us, it is free to 
you. Take and share as long as there are copies and 
we might even get more if needed. The small 
brown books are located by the sanctuary entrance 
and usher areas. 

We do look forward to what God has in store for 
us as we move into the new year and we pray for 
God’s guidance and blessings for each one and for 
Milton UMC. 

Pastor Nancy 

Here we are once again - encouraged to be and do 
something new. Challenged to look for the new and 
good and positive. There are, of course, all sorts of 
quotes, memes, and statements to get us going for a 
‘better than last year’ 2023. 
  

We have an idea for you here at Milton United 
Methodist Church as well. Actually, several ideas. 
First, maybe you have been enjoying the 
opportunity to worship and study from home, but 
we miss you. Consider making your way back to 
church for worship on Sundays. Sure, there are 
times we all choose to stay home because of feeling 
ill. We all want to be healthy and appreciate the 
efforts to do so. But again, we miss you, and we are 
better when we are together. The Mack Thomasson 
Class meets prior to worship and would welcome 
you for their study time as well. We also hope to be 
able to offer the children’s lesson time for those 
Sundays they are present. 

Another idea is to continue to look for ways to serve 
and be involved with outreach and mission. We 
continue to support ECCHO and they need 
assistance with providing the necessities for others 
in our community. Don’t forget to bring a little extra 
on the Sundays of Holy Communion in order to go 
the second mile for ECCHO or make a special 
donation of a canned/boxed food item or personal 
care item now and then to help. We also use those 
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Message from the Pastor:
Resolve to be a New You! 

Cheers to a new year and another chance to get it right!    (Oprah Winfrey) 
A new year—a new chapter, new verse, or just the same old story?  (Alex Morritt) 

Tomorrow is the first blank page of a 365-page book. Write a good one.  (Brad Paisley) 
Write it on your heart that every day is the best day in the year.  (Ralph Waldo Emerson)

Information, Please:
We NEED your correct phone numbers and 
mailing & email addresses; so call, write, or email 
us your information SOON!  Thanks a bunch.

mailto:miltonumc@wvdsl.net
http://miltonwvumc.org


January Activities* 
 1 New Years’s Day and Epiphany Sunday 
 2 Board of Trustees, 6:30 PM 
 6 Epiphany of the Lord 
 7 Un-decorating the Church, 9:00 AM 
 8 Baptism of the Lord 
  Staff-Parish, 12:30 PM 
 10 Finance, 6:00 PM  
  Church Council, 7:00 PM 
 16 Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.’s Birthday Holiday 
 22 Worship Ministry Team, After Worship 
 29 Noisy Offering 
  Fifth Sunday Sing

Birthdays 
 6 Joseph Boggess 
 9 T. J. Caldwell 
 10 David Templeton 
 11 Adelaide Madelly 
 18 Emma Holdstock 
 21 Chris Webb 
22 Lisa Polen 
 25 Ann Poissot 
  Robert Klinestiver, Jr. 
 26 Lara Lawson 
 28 Laura Fenik 
 29 Jean Powell 
 30 Martin Fenik
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December 
Milton UMC had a busy December:

Christmas luncheon on December 11.
Six tubs were filled with food to provide a nice 
Christmas dinner for ECCHO clients.
The Family & Neighbors Dinner, December 22, 
served approximately 70 people.
Our church provided a place for Christmas 
shoppers from ECCHO.
The Red Cross used Friendship Hall for a blood 
drive that had to be moved to another venue.
Several scarves, mittens, gloves, and hats were 
collected on the mitten tree and were shared with 
ECCHO families.

We appreciate everything YOU do for the church!

ECCHO 
During November 2022, ECCHO served 360 
families. In December, our church provided 
space for ECCHO to display Christmas gifts 

that had been donated for the benefit of children 18 
years old and younger. Nancy & Gary Murrell, Ann 
Shy, Kathy & Robert Jackson, along with Dan & 
Bonnie Meese from Bethesda UMC, volunteered to 
help caregivers find gifts for their children. Our 
records indicate that 232 children benefited from 
this “Christmas for ECCHO”program.  

Milton UMC was one of the original organizers of 
ECCHO in 1981. In 2022, in addition to your 
donations of food, clothing, and Christmas gifts, our 
church was able to contribute $2,340 to ECCHO as 
a result of your generosity toward this mission.

Happy New Year!

Robert and Kathy

New Beginnings 
18“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the 
past. 19See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs 
up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the 
wilderness and streams in the wasteland.” 

~Isaiah 43:18–19 (NIV)

God of new beginnings, thank You for all of Your 
promises. Help me to see the new that You bring 
about even in my wilderness moments.

Anniversaries 
 18 Till & Genny Curry

*All dates and times are subject to change. 
Please check weekly bulletins for updates.

Newsletters 
The January newsletter may be the 
last one that is mailed via USPS to 
everyone. With the rising costs of 
paper and postage, the newsletters 
may only be mailed to those who do 
not have the ability to be online. 
The last four bulletins and newsletters are posted 
regularly on our website:  miltonwvumc.org, and we 
encourage you to browse the pages and let us know 
of any news you would like to include.
There will be a sign-up sheet for those who would 
prefer the newsletters delivered via USPS.

http://miltonwvumc.org

